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Daly City Firefighters Get Major Federal Grant 
To Purchase New and Better Equipment

Washington, DC - Congressman Tom Lantos (D-CA) today announced that the Daly City Fire Department will receive
a $401,794 federal grant to assist fire operations and to enhance firefighter safety.

"Firefighters are on the front line for us every day, risking their lives to protect our families and property," Lantos said. 
"I am delighted that these essential funds will go to Daly City's firefighters for the equipment they need to do the job
right."

The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program helps local fire departments improve their effectiveness and ensure
firefighter health and safety.  These funds are used for training, fitness programs, firefighting materials, personal
protective equipment, and modifications to fire stations and facilities.

The one-year grants to local fire departments are administered through the Department of Homeland Security and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

The Daly City Fire Department will use its new funds to buy thermal imagers that let firefighters "see" through heavy
smoke, to acquire additional equipment bags and equipment for two engines and to replace flashlights for all units.  The
department will also upgrade the diesel exhaust removal system at its headquarters and replace seven-year old turnout
gear (pants and coats) with new gear, and replace old air packs and air bottles.

Lantos has long advocated brining more federal dollars to local fire departments, particularly as expectations of them
have changed with additional homeland security needs.  He is a member of the Congressional Fire Caucus, which was
instrumental in establishing the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program in 2000 and expanding it after September 11,
2001.
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